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This problem, on a small scale is similar to the day to day operational problems that logistics management professionals deal with everyday.  The main difference is that they are dealing with millions of tons of cargo and transporting it thousands of miles using ships, rail and trucks.
Problem:

You are moving your apartment furnishings from your current home in Virginia Beach to your new home in Somerville, New Jersey, where you just got promoted to a new job.  Your current home has 5 rooms of typical furniture, appliances, clothes, and personal items.  You will need to determine the total cost of this move to package your goods, rent a moving truck to drive yourself, and fuel cost for the trip.

Use the following web sites /calculators to assist you in determining the cost of the move.

Truck size - http://www.boxes411.com/moving_truck.html  or http://self-moving.com/truckrental.html
Truck rental - http://www.budgettruck.com/Home.aspx
Boxing materials:  Moving box calculator - http://www.boxes411.com/
Gas prices - http://gasprices.mapquest.com/

Trip distance – http://mapquest.com
Shipping costs
Containerization of goods___________ (Boxing material and hourly rate of personnel packing)
Truck rental fee      ___________ (Include incidentals such as insurance, deposit, locks and other)
Fuel cost             ___________ (You will need to determine how many miles per gallon the vehicle gets)
Other                  ___________ (Consider food and lodging expense for drivers and movement personnel)
  TOTAL               ___________

List 10 possible variables that you could change to reduce the cost of this move.

